Even more fingerloop braiding

Taught by: Lady Sylvie la Chardonnière (sylvie@fibergeek.com)

Making the braids
A Lace Bend Rounde of 8 Bowes

From the Directions for making many Sorts of Laces  (Stanley, 1974)

A lace bend rounde of 8 bowes: Take iiij bowes of o colour and <set> on A, B, C, D ry3t and 4 bowes of [f.64v] anoÞer colour and set on Þy lyft hond; and schal A ry3t change hys bowe wt D lyft, and B ry3t wyth C lyft, and C ry3t wt B lyft, and D ry3t wt A lyft; and begyn a3ene.  And loke alwey when Þu change Þy ry3t bowes wt Þy lyft Þu schalt take Þorowe Þy ry3t bowes Þe bowes of Þy lyft hond reuerced

 In her book, Old English Pattern Books for Loop Braiding, Noémi Speiser notes

“… in crossing loops repeatedly, the same twist accumulates in the shanks of the loops.  The unworked parts will either become overtwisted and tend to kink or they will loose twist and be weakened….I advise you: though you are told to reverse, OPEN loops make hardly any difference for the following four recipes.  On the contratry, the surface of the resulting braid is smoother.”

For this reason, I’ve presented this recipe with the bows unreversed even though the Stanley source emphasized that the loops should be taken reversed.
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Recipe (Black and Red “spiral” braid):

Place one bow of red on each of A B C D right.

Place one bow of white on each of A B C D left.

Exchange A right with D left unreversed.  Tighten.

Exchange B right with C left unreversed. Tighten.

Exchange C right with B left unreversed. Tighten.

Exchange D right with A left unreversed. Tighten.

Repeat until done.

I’ve found it useful to move the loops on the left hand up to the first knuckle of the left hand.  Then when I do the exchange I place the right hand bow at the second knuckle of the left hand.  This just seems to make it easier to make the exchange.

A Thynne Lace of V Bowys

From the Directions for making many Sorts of Laces  (Stanley, 1974)

[ƒ.54v]FOR to make a thynne lace of v bowys: Set a bowe on A lyfte hond, and ij sunder bowez on B lyft `h’and, o bowe on C lyfte h(ond) and o bowe on B ry3th hond. Þen schal A ry3th take Þorow B of Þe same hond Þe bowe C of Þe lyfte hond reversyd; and B ry3th schalle take the hyndre bowe of B lyft h(ond) Þorowout Þe bowe Þat stondes before on B lyft vnreuercyd. Þen schal C ry3th take bowe Þat ys leuyd on B lyfte hond vnreuersyd Þe lowe bowe of A lyfte vnto B lyfte. Þen schal A lyfte take Þorow Þe bowe B of Þe same hond Þe bowe C of Þe ry3th hond vnreuercyd; and B lyfte [ƒ. 55r] schal go Þorow Þe forme bowe of B ry3th and take Þe bowe Þt stondt wtyn on B ry3th vnreuercyd. Þenne lowe Þe bowe of A ry3t vnto B ry3t, and begynne a3ene.
Steps:

· Place two bows on B L.  Place one bow on A, C L and B R.

· Move 1 – AR through BR take CL REV.

· Move 2 – BR through BL top take BL bottom UNREV.

· Move 3 – CR take BL UNREV.

· Move 3a – Low AL to BL
· Move 4 – AL through BL take CR UNREV.

· Move 5 – BL through BR top take BR bottom UNREV.

· Move 6 – CL take BR UNREV.

· Move 6a – Low AR to BR.

· Repeat from move 1.

In her book, Old English Pattern Books for Loop Braiding, Noémi Speiser notes that this braid “Results in two layers of 1/1 oblique interlacing, connected along one selvedge, thus forming the inevitable 2-span ridge flanking the midline.”

In other words, this makes a lovely flat-ish braid. 

A Lace Dawns

From the Directions for making many Sorts of Laces  (Stanley, 1974)

FOR to make a lace dawns: Take iiij bowys of o colour, & set on A, B ry3t and on A, B lyft; and iiij bowys of anoÞer colour take and set* on C, D lyft and C, D ry3t. Þen schal A of Þe ry3t hond go Þorowout B, C, D of Þe same hond and take Þe bowe D of Þe lyft hond vnreuersed. Þen lowe Þy lyft bowes, and A lyft schal go Þorow B, C, D of Þe same hond and take Þe bowe D of Þe ry3t hond reuerced donward. Þen lowe Þe bowys of C into D ri3t, and Þen lowe B to C, and Þe bowe Þt [f. 59v] is wtin on A schal go ouer Þe forme bowe into B wt help of Þe other hond. And Þe bowe Þat stod wyÞoute on A schal stond stylle on A.  And begynne a3en.
Steps:

· Place single bows of one color on A, B R and on A, B L.  Then place single bows of another color on C,D R and on C, D L.

· Move 1 – AR through B, C, D R take DL UNREV.

· Move 1a – Low left bows

· Move 2 – A L through B, C, D L take DR REV

· Move 2a – Low CR to DR.

· Move 2b – Low BR to CR.

· Move 3 – BR takes bottom AR(over top AR not through AR)

· Repeat from move 1 
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